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It is easy to understand why Dr Paff's students recommended that his lecture notes be bound in book form. But a cheaper paperback edition would have more chance of success in England.
J W OSBORN
Handbook of Ophthalmologic Emergencies by George M Gombos MD pp 251 £3.60 USA: Medical Examination Publishing Co 1973 London: Henry Kimpton It is sometimes surprising to find that casualty officers have assimilated, during their undergraduate training, relatively little knowledge of the management of ocular emergencies. It is therefore appropriate, particularly in view of the emphasis now being placed upon the provision and development of emergency services, that the chief of an ophthalmic division of a New York medical centre should edit and contribute to this handbook. The chiefs of well-known ophthalmic departments have written about their special interests. A section is included on diagnostic radiology in relation to ophthalmic emergencies.
To provide for the nonophthalmic as well as for the ophthalmic reader, the early chapters deal with examination of the eye. Sufficient detail is given, however, to be valuable to the ophthalmologist. An adequate index enables the reader to find any subject with a minimum of difficulty.
The book is intended as a reference manual for both the casualty officer and the ophthalmic resident, and it adequately fulfils this need. until 1894. Many of the British in India were then working with Indians to achieve better education and medical care for Indian women and children, the amelioration of the status of widows and the ending of child marriages. In all these enterprises Dr Pechey had a part. The difficulties which she encountered in the establishing and running of the hospital have a familiar ring: lack of funds, interdepartmental and intergovernmental disputes. Indian support was not always forthcoming, as appears from a passage in Native Opinion where a writer who deplores the lack of encouragement of 'indigenous science' says that 'the Vaidyas and Hakims are sadly demoralized for want of an institution to teach native medicine in', and adds that if this cause were taken up 'our people' would be 'but too ready to answer the call'. This point of view is still heard in India. Those who took part in the Edinburgh/Baroda scheme and tried in vain to keep the cows out of the hospital compound will sympathize with Dr Pechey's request for a fence to surround the buildings, but will not be surprised to learn that nothing was done. Though Mrs Lutzker's book is not particularly well written, it is written with enthusiasm and is carefully documented.
GWENETH WHITTERIDGE
The Mammalian Fetus in vitro edited by C R Austin pp xii +388 illustrated £8 London: Chapman & Hall 1973 This is an interesting book, which consists basically of seven chapters, all complete in their own right. They provide information on such diverse topics as the in vitro culture of postimplantation rodent embryos, the development of marsupial embryos in the pouch, perfusion methods of last trimester fetuses, and the clinical care and physiology of premature human infants. Each chapter, contributed by a recognized specialist in his field, is well written, easy to read and informative. Without exception each text is backed up by a comprehensive list of references for those requiring more detail. Some chapters are essentially technical manuals, such as that by Dr Zapol and Dr Kolobow describing the procedure for the extrauterine perfusion of the fetal lamb, while others, like that of the late Dr Nixon, include physiological observations on the fetus and placenta. Although the book relates well what scientists can do to maintainin the words of Dr McCance in the final chapter -'the development of a nonviable mammalian fetus in a man-made environment', I find it too heterogeneous in content, and not as usefully comparative as the publishers claim. In an age when time and money are at a premium I wonder whether, for example, the busy neonatal clinician would invest in this fairly expensive volume to read Dr Hey's admirable chapter on premature infant care, when the remainder of the book contains so much detail
